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Council’s community plan 
will express the Lockhart 
River community’s vision, it’s 
aspirations and key priority 
areas for the next 10 years.

Anita Egginton has been 
working with the Community 
Development Team as mentor 

Message 
from Mayor 
Rodney 
Accoom
Community 
Planning

‘We need to 
know how the 
people see the community in 
ten years time’.

The council wants everyone in 
the community to get involved.

Home ownership
Mayor Accoom and the council, 
are fighting for home ownership 
for Lockhart residents. (see p2) 

10 Year Community Plan — 
Have your say!

Over three days in August, community 
members got together with the Shire’s 
Community Development Team to 
let them know how they would like 
Lockhart River to be in 10 years time.

Mayor Rodney 
Accoom
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers are advised that names or photos of deceased people may appear in this publication

for the last two years. She is 
recording people’s ideas. She 
said the plan will identify the 
tasks that need to be done to 
realise the community’s vision.

1  What kind of place do we 
want Lockhart River to be in 
10 years time? 

2  What needs to happen?
3 How will we get there? 
4 What actions are needed?
5 How will we measure our 

progress towards our goals? 

CoMMunity ConsuLtAtion:   
DooR knoCk, bbq’s, notiCes

Various types of consultation will 
happen. A community advisory 
group will give feedback and 
direction to the internal working 
party. Updates will be provided 
through public notices, the 
Council’s web site and regular 
information barbecues held by 
Council. 
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LoCAL PLAnninG  
FoR LoCAL JustiCe

According to the Local 
Government Act 2009, 
Indigenous Councils need to 
‘ensure that crime prevention 
and the criminal justice system 
response to crime and violence 
in communities is guided by 
strong local-level planning’.  

tHe CoMMunity’s vision

The community needs to have 
their say about things like 
housing, tourism, education, 
employment, culture, kids, 
youth, health, environment, 
landscape and facilities.

Council plans to have a draft 
prepared by November in line 
with the State Government        
    requirements.

10 yeAR PLAn - oPeninG A new DooR

The CEO Peter Opio-Otim is pleased that the 
consultative process for the 10yr Community Plan 
has started. He sees this as opening a new door for 
the community to make decisions about what they 
want Lockhart River to be like.

He wants future investors and service providers to 
look at the Community Plan first and see if their 
project fits in with the community vision.

LoCAL CounCiL GuiDeLines FoR GenDeR bALAnCe

Peter recognises the importance of gender balance and is striving for 
a 50/50 balance of men and women in all levels of the Shire council, 
as per Council guidelines. 

He says the Shire already operates with a higher percentage of 
women than many councils so they are well on their way to achieving 
this goal.

buDGet AnD AuDit CoMPLeteD

Stanley Mugwiria is pleased that another successful 
audit has been completed and that the Council 
Budget is all ready for the year. See Cr Marshall 
Symonds comments on Page 8.

Message from the CEO

CEO Peter Opio-
Otim

Stanley Mugwiria

tHe MAyoR tALks 
About tHe FiGHt FoR 
HoMe owneRsHiP (Cont.)

Mayor Accoom said that 
currently if people want to 
own their home, they have to 
live in the house for 5 years 
before they can apply for 
home ownership. The council is 
fighting to get this changed so 
home ownership can be applied 
for from the time a person first 
moves into a their home. 

Pride in owning our own 
home. A letter was sent to 
Karen Struthers, Minister 
for Community Services and 
Housing; she sent out Garry 
Oliver to meet with the council 
and from that meeting a letter 
has been drafted and was given 
to the Minister.

seven new Houses

Everyone is pleased to see seven 
new houses have been built in 
Lockhart, though they were a 
long time coming and there are 
many people still waiting for 
housing.

Seven new houses built in Lockhart River

The Council will use it to make 
plans and decisions about future 
growth and development in 
Lockhart River with competing 
pressures of economic 
development, environmental 
protection and a more equal 
society. The overall goal is to 
achieve sustainability.

10 year Community Plan cont.
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Community Development
FoR eveRyone —
ReFuRbisHMent oF tHe 
CoMMunity CentRe

The community hall 
refurbishment is almost 
complete, there will be an 
opening soon.

It will be a great space for the 
youth and kids.

The building was designed with 
input from the local community.

Director of 
Community 
Development 
Services Dotty 
Hobson

CuLtuRe — LAuRA AboRiGinAL 
DAnCe FestivAL

The Community Development 
team was very busy leading up 
to the Laura Festival, helping 
with preparations and sorting 
out food and transport to get 
some 40 people to Laura. 
The special Waanta Festival 
newsletter was published to 
show off our deadly dancers.

Mens HeALinG CentRe

Men Needed!
Paddy is keen to get activities 
going for all men, young and old. 

He went to an Australian Men’s 
Shed Association conference in 
Brisbane, and came back with 
lots of ideas for men’s activities 
in Lockhart River.

Paddy Creek, 
the recently 
appointed 
coordinator 
for the Men’s 
Healing Centre 

Paddy wants the Centre to 
become a place for men to 
meet, talk or work on projects, 
not just a place to go for those 
dealing with by  
domestic violence.

The Centre has lots of resources 
from the Queensland Aboriginal 
and Islander Health Council, 
and from the Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Other Drug Services. Patrick 
Foreman from ATODS Weipa 
visits regularly.

The town’s musicians use the 
centre for their practice. Paddy 
would love to hear from anyone 
who has ideas for projects or 
just wants a quiet place to sit 
and talk with other men.

FoR ouR younG kiDs —

In July Patrick Wasui started 
working with Kerrie Moses to 
set up activities for the kids of 
Lockhart. Patrick said he was 
excited about his new job. He 
attended training in Cairns and 
is organising Movie nights and 
discos for the kids.

 kiD’s ACtivities

See Patrick Wasiu & 
Kerrie Moses

Drop the kids off and they will 
supply entertainment, food 
and drop them home.

Movies
Discos 

 Men’s ACtivities

DARTS 
Men’s Healing Centre  
Call Paddy 0428 468 890

FoR younG woMen —

Danielle Hudson started working 
with Community Services, she is 
organising programs for young 
women 12 − 25, with education, 
parenting workshops and 
activities to make young women 
and young families stronger.

CoMMunity DeveLoPMent



The event on July 28th 2011 was 
the culmination of many years 
of struggle by the Kuuku Ya’u 
(Kungkay and Kanthanampu) 
people to reclaim their 
traditional lands.

The Traditional Owners joined 
with government officials for the 
signing of the;

• Indigenous Land Use 
Agreement (ILUA) 

• Indigenous Management 
Agreement (IMA) for Kutini-
Payamu (Iron Range), Piper 
Islands, Wuthara Island, 
Mitirinchi Island and Ma’alpiku 
Island National Parks (CYPAL),

• The delivery of deeds of 
grant to the Northern Kuuku 
Ya’u Kanthanampu Aboriginal 
Corporation RNTBC Land Trust.

Iron Range National Park, was 
renamed the Kutini–Payamu (Iron 
Range) National Park — Kutini 
means cassowary and Payamu 
means rainbow serpent in the 
Kuuky Ya’u language. 
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kuuku ya’u land Handed back

Lucy Hobson said “Yes, it was 
a long time coming but now we 
must look to the future for our 
people and for our country;  the 
land, the sea and the islands. 
There will be opportunities for 
us to work and to care for our 
land and sea and to live on our 
own country.”

I am very proud that I was there 
from the beginnings in the 1990s; 
first as Deputy Chair of Kungkay 
to get back the Portlands Road/
Chili beach area, and then we 
got the Native Title and the ILUA 
in 2009. We Kuuku Ya’u people 
are the first Indigenous group in 
Queensland to have our native 
title rights recognised over our 

Jasmine Accoom, Greta Accoom

traditional sea country through 
agreement. We will always 
remember our old people who 
have passed on. I can just see 
them smiling and saying at last; 
we there now!

Greg Pascoe, 
Chairman of the 
Land Trust said the 
agreements give 
Kuuku Ya’u people 
opportunities 
to benefit from 

their traditional knowledge and 
skills by working as rangers and 
compliance officers on the Land 
and Sea country that they love 
and know so well.

He said, ‘Surrounded by our 
country, we are practising 
culture. We can take the young 
ones out and teach them what we 
were taught’. He said that they 
can set up environmentally based 
businesses such as ecotourism.

Greg omeenyo 
said it has been 
a long road but 
now our cultural 
knowledge is being 
recognised. 

The young kids of Lockhart 
can see that history has been 
changed, now we are following 
in our forefather’s footsteps 
With Joint Management we can 
use the expertise that is already Wayne Butcher Linda Accoom

Greg Pascoe

news — kuuku yA’u HAnDoveR

Lucy Hobson and Susie Pascoe

Greg Omeenyo



 

there to look after Land and 
Sea. There is no need for ‘them 
and us’, we can work in parallel; 
work as one people. The new 
way meets the aspirations 
of each clan group. It means 
capacity building, a stepping 
stone to et our people up there, 
with scholarships, such as land 
management, administration, 
medicine, economics. 

David thompson, who first came 
to Lockhart in 
1969 as a priest 
and linguist 
and later as an 
anthropologist, 
spoke movingly 
about the history 
of the Lockhart 

River community and the struggle 
for Land ownership. 

David said “The challenge 
today is to find a right balance 
between the past, the present 

and the future. 
Today’s handover 
is an opportunity 
for today’s 
generation to 
strengthen their 
ties with their 
land, their families 
and their ancestors, while at 
the same time looking to the 
future to make the best choices 
for life in the modern world.”

Local member for Cook Jason 
o’brien, Environment Minister, 
vicky Darling, and Natural 
Resources Minister Rachel nolan 
also congratulated the Kuuku 
Ya’u people and signed the 
agreement. 

Vicki Darling said ‘I would like 
to thank the Kuuku Ya’u people 
and their advisers, the Balkanu 
Cape York Development 
Corporation and the Cape 
York Land Council, for their 

Celebrating in a traditional way, elders, youth, women, men and children dance — all together

Lockhart River Aboriginal Shire Council  Page 5

David Thompson

news — kuuku yA’u HAnDoveR

time in working through the 
details of this complex set of 
agreements.’

Mayor Rodney Accoom said ‘It’s 
good that National Parks and the 
Kuuku Ya’u people are working 
together. It’s about time the 
government and National Parks 
realised that people got real 
feeling for their country’. He 
was impressed by the number 
of people who attended the 
handover ceremony.

Directors of the Land Trust are 
Lucy Hobson, Ivy Hobson, Greg 
Omeenyo, Jasmine Accoom, and 
the Secretary is Greta Accoom.

Vicky Darling Rachel Nolan  Jason O’Brien   
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CoMMunity DeveLoPMent 
eMPLoyMent PRoGRAM (CDeP) 

A PAtHwAy to eMPLoyMent. 

CDEP manager Diane Mitchell 
has been working in remote 
communities in the NT For the 
last few years, and welcomes 
the change from the desert to 
the rainforest.

Erica Glasheen, Language, Literacy and 
Numeracy mentor with Jobfind.  
Linda Accoom, CDEP Supervisor; and 
Diane Mitchell, CDEP Program Manager 

LADies sewinG GRouP

The sewing group has restarted. 
Join Erica and Daphne Clarmont 
in the training room at the end 
of the store building. It is all set 
up with the sewing equipment.

Make clothes, curtains, tie dye 
shirts or suggest a project.

Produce from the CDEP Sustainable 
Farm is used for the school lunches.

APPRentiCesHiPs 

Bryant and Remote Building Solutions 
may be able to offer an apprenticeship 
for someone who is keen. You could 
start in Lockhart then go with them 
to jobs all over the Cape or Cairns to 
complete your 4 year apprenticeship. 

Call Bridget at Jobfind 0437 133 263

 tyPes oF Jobs

 Construction

 Labourer

 Tyre fitter

  Deisel fitter

  Cleaning at the School

  Teacher’s Aide at the School

  Road crew 

  Shop assistant

  ... and more, see bridget at 
Jobfind or Darrin at ITEC

Normie Young, Susan Bally, Erika 
Glasheen, Daphney Clarmont & Vanessa 
Lowdown catered at the Handover.

tRAininG and more...
white Card
Cert. i & ii in indigenous 
Housing Maintenance

Language, literacy, numeracy
tAFe courses —  
Learn at your own pace 
Find a course to suit you.   
Some you can do at home.

Bridget Holmes, Jobfind

Abraham Hobson Delma Rokeby and  
Lorraine Rokeby

11 people earned white Cards!
At the end of August, 11 people, 
including 2 women, went 
through training and gained 
their White Cards so that they 
can work in the construction 
industry. 

eMPLoyMent AnD tRAininG

Laying turf at the police houses

Gaven McGreen 
and Frederick 
Fruit (Cert I & 
II Community 
Housing 
Maintenance

If you would  
like to be there  
let us know. wAnt A DiFFeRent Job?

Get tRAineD FoR tHe Job 
you wAnt!  
Call in and chat about what 
training or experience you 
need to get what you want.

On Friday mornings the Sewing 
Group is selling 2nd hand 
clothes and clothing they have 
made outside their training 
room near the store.

CLotHinG MARket 

HAiRDRessinG CouRse soon
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eDuCAtion 

MAnDy AnD GReitA bARRy

Mandy Troyahn and Greita 
Pascoe have started up 
the Indigenous Parent and 
Community Engagement 
(PaCE) program. The school is 
supporting them by given them 
use of their resources, including 
the high school building. 

Mandy and Greita are working 
under the guidance of the 
Steering Committee; Greg 
Pascoe, Dottie Hobson and 
Veronica Piva.

The steering committee have 
been looking for ways to 
improve the education situation 
in Lockhart.

‘kids need to GO to school and 
they need to STAY in school’ 
Dottie Hobson. 

When they get older they will 
have choices in life, to work out 
how they want their life to be 
and what makes them happy.

tell us what you need to get 
involved in your kids schooling

There are programs for 
3 age groups: 0-5, 5-12, 12-19.

Mums and bubs Get togethers

Some parents with kids at 
boarding school have had ideas 
on how to communicate better 
with the school so that parents 
know what the kids are doing. 
They are getting help on how 
to do parent teacher interviews 
and know what questions to ask.

video chat with your kid’s 
teacher at boarding school

PACE needs to know what the 
barriers are and how to fix 
them. 

Learn how to make sense of 
school reports

‘the more we talk about these 
things with parents, they say 
Yay! that’s what we want, then 
we have to actually come and 
do it.’

Mandy and Greita work with 
Barry the Transition officer, 
Family First and PAL

Kids need to go to Primary 
School every day, then they 
will be ready for Boarding 
School and not be behind 
the other kids. Barry Pascoe; 
Transition Officer

LoCkHARt RiveR 
stAte sCHooL— 

A new way of 
learning
Lockhart kids have 
a better chance 
of fulfilling their 
potential with the 
new system. 

The kids are now 
graded according 
to ability rather 
than age. They are able to learn 
at their own level and not be 
distracted by kids that are bored 
and disruptive because they are 
not following the lesson.

There is a different feeling in 
the school. The teachers and 
kids are feeling more positive as 
they are making progress. 

it works for other schools 
on the Cape 
Before adopting the program 
principal Colin Troyahn and staff 
visited other schools on the 
Cape using the system.

Pormpuraaw started 3 years 
ago and now their kids are 
progressing well and are set 
to beat the standard at the 
beginning of next year.

Bamaga started last year and 
are very pleased with their 
results so far.

Lockhart is trialing it for 3 years.

sMALLeR CLAss sizes

The school also purchased two 
extra teachers out of the school 
budget to keep class sizes down.

Literacy coach 
Claudia Hansen

Simon Butcher, Mandy Troyahn, Barry Pascoe; Transition (Greita Pascoe was away) 
Simon is helping out at PaCE

PaCE is getting parents  
involved in their kid’s education



Page 8  Lockhart River Aboriginal Shire Council 

Chris Penn

In June a camp was held for the 
kids at Chilli Beach. 

“It was a great opportunity 
for the many groups to work 
together to promote Lockhart’s 
strong culture and get some 
great health messages out 
there. 

Kids had a chance to find out 
what they can do.

These messages included 
team building, benefits of not 
smoking, cultural activities, 
sexual health, orienteering and 
bush skills,” commented Karen 
Drury, Child Health Nurse 

Dr Charles Ellis organised the 
funding from SmokeCheck 
to promote the no smoking 
message. The Royal Flying 
Doctor Service organised the 
food with help from Erika 
Glasheen.

Team building workshops were 
conducted by AFL Cape York; 
Kids Living Safer Lives program.

Many organisations in Lockhart 
River supported the kids in 
learning to live healthy, happy 
productive lives.

Leontae Johnson finds out that she can 
walk a tightrope

Patrick, Karen Koko senior health worker 
at the Lockhart clinic, Ian Frasea Drug & 

Alcohol ATODS

Veronica Piva and Karen Drury; Child 
Health Nurse, Lockhart River

Justine Omeenyo finds out that people 
are strong when they work as a team

HeALtH — LoCAL LAw

LoCAL LAw oFFiCeRs

One of the 
things Local Law 
officers with the 
Lockhart Shire 
Council Chris 
Penn and Cecil 
Macumboy’s 
are working on 
is building up 
awareness of 
sickness that 
people can get 
from dogs and 
other animals.

vet visits
The vet, Jo 
Squire visits 
every three 
months and 
Chris is trying 
to get her one 
more time 
before the 
Christmas.

A dog pound 
for Lockhart
A dog pound is being built and 
should be finished before the 
wet season. 

Chris and Cecil are here to help. 
See them at the ESO shed or 
ring Chris on 0409 057 528

Cr Marshall symonds — Finances — budget and Audit
Cr Marshall Symonds said ‘the 
new budget has been prepared, 
all the new forecastings have 
been done. I’m led to believe 
it’s going to be a clean audit 
report again this year.’

He added ‘We have an internal 
auditor who does our books for 
us and he gives council constant 

grants that are going to achieve 
outcomes on the ground — and 
that’s what we want’

‘We’re chasing a lot more 
infrastructure grants – for 
instance rehabilitation on 
the Quintell beachfront and 
upgrading the amenities block 
down there as well’

reports on what’s happening and 
how we can improve before it 
goes to the state auditor’

‘We have better control on 
our grants now, because we’ve 
got a grants officer. The good 
thing about that is that the 
grants that come our way are 
community focused grants — 

Cecil Macumboy

Youth camp 
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Lake Tyers

A study group including five 
Elders from the Lake Tyers 
Aboriginal Trust and three 
government representatives 
visited Lockhart in August. 

Denise Hagan said they were 
here to learn about the 
successful strategies used 
in Lockhart River to build 
leadership, community and 
economic development and to 
apply those learnings in their 
own community.

Leaders from both communities 
said the Study Tour had great 
benefits for both Lockhart River 
and Lake Tyers.

Joseph has already helped many 
people out with their computer 
problems, networks, connecting 
printers, general trouble 
shooting, computer skills. 

He has improved the Airport’s 
IT infrastructure. By installing a 
new server and expanding the 
existing network they now have 
a dedicated connection to the 
Cairns office for accounting and 
payroll applications.

Plans for on-line learning

Joseph will be working on special 
training facilities within the 
library for the local residents to 
improve their computer literacy 
and to provide on-line learning 
opportunities including plans for 
a virtual classroom environment 
for High School kids.

Joseph Muchoki working on network 
connections at the Iron Range Cabins

tHe iCt Guy

visit from Lake tyers Aboriginal trust

Education is part 
of Cr Veronica 
Piva’s portfolio 
as councillor, 
she also looks 
after Community 
and Wellbeing. 
Veronica says ‘The most 
important issue is education’.

Meeting with school Principals

Veronica travelled to Brisbane 
with the principal of the 
Lockhart State School Colin 
Troyahn to attend a meeting for 
all principals across Australia. 
The meeting included a 
workshop to work out what Big 
Picture means to you.

Big Picture is not just your own 
area, it is about people making 
their own programs responsibly.

Veronica said that in today’s 
world it is Reasoning that is 
important, kids need to be 
taught to figure things out for 
themselves.

Another issue is that at the 
moment there is nothing for the 
high school kids when they come 
home for school holidays.

use our own resources

‘we need to be using own 
resources that we already have 
in the community, like carpentry 
skills and timber, we are hoping 
to get a mill.

It is just a matter of people 
bringing their own ideas, 
coming forward, having pride 
and ownership in what they 
are doing.

Cr Veronica Piva’

Cr veronica Piva talks 
education

Back row left to right; Paul McDonald (DPCD), Paul Piva (Lht Rv Car Hire), Andrew 
Jackomos (DoJ) Wilfred Carter (LTAT), Greg Pascoe (Ampu U Cultural Tours), Bill 
Tregonning (LTAT), Denise Hagan (Facilitator). Front row, left to right; Lucy Hobson 
(Kuuku Ya’u Elder), Laney Warradoo (Lht Rv Car Hire), Lorraine Sellings (LTAT), 
Margaret Pearce (LTAT), Cynthia Lim (DoJ), Terri Hood (LTAT)

The Puuya 
Foundation will 
be featured in 
the next issue of 
Waanta. Their 
first project was 
the production of the Kinchya 
Ngumpulungu CD. They are an 
independent, non-profit and 
secular organisation established 
to strengthen “puuya”, 
meaning “life force” in  Kuuku 
Ya’u Language. Chair; Denise 
Hagan, Deputy Chair; Johnson 
Chippendale, Directors; Jim 
Varghese, Dorothy Hobson and 
Veronica Piva.
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This is the first language column 
for waanta — the first of many 
to come. Each issue will include 
a short update on progress 
of language work, and kuuku 
chuchinyu (a bit of language).

LAnGuAGe PRoJeCt news—

We (Piipi Thompson and Clair) 
have just finished up the first 
year of a three year project 
to make language learning 
resources like booklets and CDs. 

Language Resources 

Going to the
STORE

Lock har t  R iver  Language Learning Projec t  Book 1

Umpila  and Kuuku Ya’u

Prepared by Cla i r  H i l l  and David Thompson

Ngana waathangka
STOREKU

tHeRe wiLL be MoRe 
bookLets AnD CD’s to CoMe! 

ngana waathangka schoolku 
‘Going to the School’ out next! 

DiD yuPLA know? 

1. Did yupla know that the loss 
of Indigenous languages isn’t 
just happening in Australia, but 
right around the world? 

Of the estimated 6,000 
languages spoken in the world 
today nearly half are in danger 
of extinction and will probably 
disappear this century.

2. Did yupla know that 
Lockhart language is spoken 
with some sounds that English 
doesn’t have, and also doesn’t 
have some that English has?

Lockhart language has a sound 
‘nh’ but doesn’t have ‘s or ‘z’ 
type sounds. Check out the 
‘Guide to speaking and writing 
language’ in the back of the 
language booklets for more info.

3. Did yupla know that 
the word taipan, for one 
of the deadliest Australian 
snakes, comes from Cape York 
languages? 

Lockhart language and many 
other Cape languages share 
this word for the name of this 
snake. In Lockhart language it is 
written thay’pan.

4. Did yupla know that 
yilamu ‘before time’ there 
was a ‘Lockhart language’ sign 
language that was used with or 
instead of spoken language? 

It was a full language and 
people could say everything 
they needed just using signs 
without any talking. yupla use 
some of the hand signs from this 
everyday.

CuLtuRe — LAnGuAGe

Through May-July, we printed 
and gave out 400 copies of the 
ngana waathangka storeku  
‘We are going to Store’ and 
ngana waathangka aa’inyaku 
‘We are going dancing’ language 
booklets and CDs in Lockhart. 

They include lots of short 
conversations, and new words 
and sentences to use in everyday 
life in Lockhart. 

we hope you like and use them 
to make your language strong!

Let’s talk language ~  
Ngampula kuuku kuupathampu

We are goingDancing

Book 2Lock har t  R iver  Language Learning Projec t
– Umpi la  and Kuuku Ya’u  –

Prepared by Cla i r  H i l l  and David Thompson

Ngana waathangkaAa’inyaku

Dorothy Short, Elizabeth (Queenie) 
Giblet and Suzie Pascoe Yarni. They and 
other elders work with David and Clair 
on Language.

nGALi kuuku kuuPAtHAkA 
AA’inyAku 

‘Let’s tALk About DAnCinG’

Colour words 

Colour words you can use to talk 
about the colour of clays used 
for painting-up, or the colour of 
anything else too:

     ‘red’       ‘white’      ‘black’

Some words you could use for 
patterns you could paint:
      chin’ichin’i  wiiniwiini

‘dot dot pattern’ ‘stripe pattern’

See the ngana waathangka 
aa’inyaku language booklet 
for more language words about 
dancing and singing.

pulpanchi pulpu thungkuthungku
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east Coast band
Toby Accoom - guitar/vocals, 
Norman Bally - guitar/vocals. 
Silas Hobson - lead guitar/vocals, 
Abraham Hobson - drums,  
Alistair Bowie - bass   
Additional musician   
Will Kepa - keyboards

ba’il boys
Elly Macumboy - guitar/vocals, 
Alistair Bowie - bass/lead guitar, 
Steven Bally - drums, Barry 
Warradoo - lead vocals,  
Additional musician  
Will Kepa - keyboards

wulungun
Brian Macumboy - guitar/vocals, 
Stanley Short - vocals,  
Leroy Platt - guitar/vocals,  
Andy Butcher - bass,  
Raymond Young - guitar,  
Wayne Bally - drums,  
Additional musicians; Kirk Steel 
- keyboards/piano, Nigel Pegrum 
- drums, Brett Charles - lead guitar 
on ‘Yuwka’

The second CD from the Lockhart 
River boys was launched at 
Lockhart River in June. The 
CD was produced by the Puuya 
Foundation in collaboration with 
Brett Charles and Nigel Pegrum, 
with the generous support of the 
Tim Fairfax Family Foundation. 

“It started as a language thing, 
it is a way to know the language 
and not letting it die, to bring 
it into the music; for the people 
to do things in the community to 
make them happy”, commented 
Dottie Hobson for the Puuya 
Foundation

Over the last few years Brett 
Charles and Willie Kepa have run 
workshops in Lockhart in guitar, 
song writing and drumming.

Abraham is one 
of the musicians 
of Lockhart.

He said he is 
auditioning for 
Certificate 4 in 
Music at Cairns. 

They practice at the Men’s 
Healing Centre and move to the 
Church Hall when they want to 
jam for everyone. 

He gets involved with Puuya, 
has a yarn with the old people, 
how they reckon they went. He 
gets permission before playing 
the traditional Bora songs. The 
elders explain what it means.

He likes it when the kids gather 
around him to listen, and sing 
the language songs around town.

They are on YouTube, go to 
LeftfieldBrett’s Channel.

Abraham Hobson

ARt AnD CuLtuRe

Kinchya Ngumpulungu
Songs from the  
East Coast
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GHostnet tRAininG 

Ghost nets are 
fishing nets that 
have been lost 
or discarded. 
They travel the 
oceans of the 
world fishing 
indiscriminately, 
causing 
environmental and economic 
damage. Training in data 
collection and net removal was 
conducted with Jen Goldberg 
of GhostNets Australia at Chili 
Beach for three days prior to the 
Chili Beach Cleanup.

They used a program written 
by GhostNets Australia, run 
on their  I-Trackers, to record 
information on the ghost nets 
found, including their exact GPS 
locations. 
See www.ghostnets.com.au

steering Committee
Kaapay Kuyan represents 
the major clan groups of the 
Lockhart River region:- they 
set the direction and priorities 
of the Ranger activities. The 
Ranger program is funded by 
the Working on Country Federal 
Government Program.  

woRkinG on CountRy RAnGeR PRoGRAM

Working on Country Rangers
Facilitator; Claudia sauerland 
Cultural Liaison Manager;  
Abraham (blade) omeenyo, 
Rangers; Dennis Claudie, Peter Accoom, Caroline 
warradoo, neil butcher and elaine Moses.

CAPe yoRk inDiGenous 
RAnGeRs ConFeRenCe AnD 
CAPe yoRk wAteR FoRuM 

The rangers met many other 
ranger teams from across 
Northern Australia at Injinoo.

youth Camp at Chili beach
The rangers joined with many 
local organisations to support 
the Youth Camp which was 
funded by SmokeCheck and 
included cultural activities.

Rebecca Elu prepares the fire to cook 
damper at the Youth Camp

MonitoRinG MARine DebRis  
on CHiLi beACH

At the same time Heidi Taylor 
from the Tangaroa Blue Ocean 
Care Society worked with the 
rangers to clean three different 
sections of Chili Beach; North, 
Middle and South. Detailed data 
was collected on the type of 
rubbish collected. The same 
sections of beach will be visited 
periodically to monitore what 
rubbish is being deposited.  
See www.oceancare.org.au.

keePinG tHe RoAD to oLD 
site CLeAR oF siCkLePoD

An important project is keeping 
the road to Old Site clean of 
the invasive weed Sicklepod by 
spraying public areas in town 
with big infestations and along 
the old site road to avoid the 
weeds being carried on to the 
pristine country by cars.

i-tRACkeR

I-Tracker was developed 
by NAILSMA and uses the 
Cybertracker software that was 
originally developed for the 
Kalahari bushmen in Africa.

Rod Kennett and Micha Jackson 
from NAILSMA trained the rangers 
in using the I-Tracker in June 
and they are all very confident 
now using it for their patrols, 
ghost net work and their weed 
eradication program. NAILSMA 
added pictures and descriptions 
to help to identify North 
Australian plants, animals, boats 
or ghostnets. 

The information can be shared 
with other ranger groups to build 
up a big picture. See  
             www.nailsma.org.au.

Caroline Warradoo using I-Tracker to 
record a ghost net

Peter Accoom, Claudia, Caroline 
Warradoo and Neil Butcher at Injinoo.

A ghost net at 
Chili Beach
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CHiLi beACH CLeAn uP AnD LeARninG exPeDition

Working on Country Rangers; Caroline Warradoo, Claudia Sauerland 
(ranger facilitator), Dennis Claudie and Neil Butcher with clean-up 
coordinator Greg Westcott of Portland Roads.

Kids from Lockhart River State School after the 
cleanup:- Amy Johnson, Jamila Piva, Jennifer Hobson, 
Justine Omeenyo, Dolly Fruit 

Chili Beach Cleanup & Learning Expedition 2011

RubbisH bRouGHt by tHe 
tiDes FRoM FAR AnD wiDe

Every year rubbish arrives 
on Chili Beach from far away 
places, some is junk discarded 
by fishermen or passing ships but 
much arrives on the tides all the 
way from Indonesia New Guinea, 
Japan and China.

Rubbish totalling 1.17t was 
taken away. The 50 volunteers 
covered a distance of 1.24km 
over 2.5hrs.

Various organisations donated 
vehicles and equipment to 

make this years cleanup a great 
success and fun for all involved.

The cleanup is co-ordinated by 
Greg Westcott from Portland 
Roads with more organisations 
participating every year.

Students from Lockhart River 
State School; residents of 
Lockhart River, Portland Roads 
and Restoration Island; Chili 
Beach campers; environmental 
groups such as Jen Goldberg 
from Ghostnets Australia and 
Heidi Taylor from Tangaroa Blue 
Ocean Care Society; Sheils Barra 
from Cook Shire Council, Barry 
Murray from Rio Tinto joined 
with National Parks Rangers, 
Kawdji-Kanidji Rangers and 
others. All helped rid Chili Beach 
of debris during the annual Chili 
Beach Cleanup in July 2011.

50 volunteers collected 81 bags of rubbish, much of it was from China, Japan, Indonesia and New Guinea

Use of vehicles; equipment such as rubbish bags, t-shirts, hats, gloves, catering and time were all donated   

People worked in relays for hours to dig out 
a large piece of a boats hull
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Palm Island 
performance
Taren Omeenyo works as a DJ 
at the Lockhart Radio Station 
with Denise Fruit. He is also a 
musician and would like to write 
and record his own songs.

He is a lead dancer with the 
Puchiwu dancers. He talks about 
the trip to Palm Island when 
they were invited to perform 
during the Palm NAIDOC week 
festivities. 

They discovered many family 
connections with Palm Islanders 
as their people had been taken 
to Palm from all over the Cape.

Taren was proud to be able to 
share his culture when they got 
the Palm Islanders up to join in 
the dance, ‘something to inspire 
people, to feel proud that we 
pass on’.

He gets goose bumps when he 
hears the elders play the music. 
‘you playing that part, send a 
message across the table from 
different communities, they 
think their culture is dying, but 
show that younger could listen 
to the elders’

Taren wants to move forward 
and have everyone committed to 
dancing; for him he wants to be 
next in line for singing, he needs 
to prepare himself for a long 
term committed leadership role.

Mornington island
The dancers were invited 
to Mornington Island and to 
Broome, ‘it is great to go to 
places we haven’t been and 
to show we still have culture, 
that elders have passed down 

knowledge’

ARt AnD CuLtuRe

Taren Omeenyo and the other Puchiwu 
dancers were featured on the ABC Open 
website by their Producer for North 
Queensland Michael Bromage

Rheannon Clarmont shared her feelings 
about dancing in an interview on the 
ABC Open website open.abc.net.au 
titled Deadly days on Palm Island.

ouR DAnCeRs FeAtuReD on 
tHe AbC oPen website

Keiren Johnson, Grant Omeenyo, 
Jimmy Claudie and Benedict share their 
dreams with ABC Open

Images courtesy of ABC, thanks to ABC Open 
producer Michael Bromage

Lockhart artists astound 
at the Cairns Indigenous 
Art Fair
Irene Namok, 
Patrick 
Butcher and 
Lawrence 
Omeenyo 
travelled to Cairns recently to 
represent the Lockhart River Arts 
Centre at the Cairns Indigenous 
Art Fair.

All the artists from the centre had 
work on display at the fair and 
the quality and vibrancy of the 
work caused a sensation with the 
thousands who attended the fair.

Lawrence Omeenyo said, ‘The fair 
was really good, we sold a lot of 
work and everyone sold something. 
I was pleased to meet with artists 
from other community art centres 
and to see their work.’

Lawrence’s clay sculptures were 
purchased by the Australian 
Government Art Bank and will be 
held for the people of Australia to 
enjoy. Lawrence’s clay sculptures 
are about crocodile men who 
have lost their mobs and are out 
looking for them. Patrick Butcher’s 
work has been purchased by 
the National Gallery of Victoria. 
Patrick paints about the forces 
within nature. Irene Namok paints 
about her country and her work 
has travelled to America and 
Evelyn Omeenyo’s baskets were a 
hit with the crowds. Evelyn uses 
both traditional and contemporary 
materials and methods to create 
her baskets.

Community members are 
welcome to try their hand at 
painting, weaving or clay work.

Robbi and Peter Neal
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Next Dentist’s visit due
24 - 28 October

Primary Health 
Care Centre
In future issues of Waanta we 
will have a section for health 
news including visits by health 
practitioners.An Art Centre initiative to 

create A David Brown film 
produced by David brown and 
Robbi neal.

Over the last two years Robbi 
Neal and David Brown worked 
with the artists and members 
of the Lockhart Community to 
create a very special film about 
Lockhart River.

David said ‘We would really like 
to thank the community for the 
openness, trust and energy they 
have placed in the project. It 
is an experience that we will 
never forget. We  would like 
to reassure them that we will 
promote the film so that the 
most amount of people possible 
will hear their story. At the very 
least it will raise awareness and 
understanding.’

David brown’s films have been 
shown on ABC TV and this film, 
Puuya Kuntha is entered in the 
world renowned Cannes Film 
Festival in France and Sundance 
Film Festival in the US.

The film jumps back and forth 
in time using Historical Film 
footage from the Lockhart Film 
of 1953 made at Old Site with 
current film of the old girls and 
artists and the beautiful land 
and seascapes of Lockhart River 
country.

A special screening was held  
on 12th August for the 
participants— the people of 
Lockhart River. It is like a family 
album to the ‘old girls’, they 

Puuya Kuntha (Strong Heart)

PubLisHinG DetAiLs

Waanta Newsletter is published by:
Lockhart River Aboriginal Shire Council
c/- Post Office, Lockhart River Qld 
4871 Ph: 4060 7144  Fax: 4060 7139  

PO Box 1037, Cairns Qld 4870   
Ph: 4031 0155 Fax: 4031 5720   
Email: ceo@lockhart.qld.gov.au

ContRibutions

If you would like to contribute to the 
Newsletter or have an event coming 
up in Lockhart that you would like to 
mention please contact the editor  
Cate Adams, Ph 07 4060 7031  
cate@serendipityprojects.com.au

CoPyRiGHt

All text and images are  
©Lockhart River Shire Council 

Please seek permission if you wish 
to use text or images from this 
newsletter by contacting the CEO. 
We will also seek permission from the 
people photographed. 

WARNING: Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander readers are advised that 
names or photos of deceased people 
may appear in this publication.

giggled as they recognised 
images of themselves and people 
that they knew as children. 
Lawrence Omeenyo saw himself 
standing in the doorway of the 
food hut. They saw images of 
a lifestyle that was long gone. 
When the children heard the 
shake-a-leg songs they started to 
dance, as did the children of the 
past. 

The film shows how the people 
stayed strong through the 
adversity of being moved from 
their original country and 
learning to work together to 
build a new community at the 
Old Site, then being moved to 
the current site of the Lockhart 
River community. The strength of 
their culture shows through.

David said it was an incredible 
experience for him as it is the first 
and last time these stories have 
been told. The film was the idea 
of Robbi Neal, the artistic director 
at the Lockhart Art Centre. She 
saw the need and importance of 
making a film that captured the 
old stories and skills before they 
are lost so they could be passed 
on to younger generations. Robbi 
sought funding for the film and 
funding was provided by the 
Regional Arts Fund, Felicity Jack 
and the Queensland Arts Council. 
Robbi says the film is a gift to the 
community from the art centre 
and the film makers and added,  
‘…the community gave a greater 
gift to us and the world by sharing 
their stories in this film.’

David Brown

  ARt AnD CuLtuRe        HeALtH
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Sandfly and Mosquito 
Repellents  

business AnD enteRPRise 

Warning: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers are advised that names or photos of deceased people may appear in this publication

Cr Paul Piva talks business and enterprise
‘Don’t be Shame — if you really want to give it a go in small 
business, come and have a yarn with Paul and Laney’.

Paul believes there are opportunities in Lockhart for small business. 
He said small business enterprises are hard work but they can give 
you money, self-respect, respect from the rest of the community and 
they can help the whole community. He has the experience with his 
own business and knows what it’s like to start a small business when 
you have had no previous experience. He said that if he and Laney 
can do it, then so can anyone else in the community.

Experience the Lockhart River 
region with Kuuku Ya’u elder Greg 
Pascoe as he shares traditional 
landscapes, legends and intimate 
connections with land and sea.

Greg Pascoe 0428 128 685 
northernkukuyau@bigpond.com

This Lockhart 
River Aboriginal 
Shire Council 
company is 
managed 
independently. 
It operates the 
Lockhart River 
Airport and Iron 
Range Cabins 
providing employment for the 
people of Lockhart River.

  www.lockhartriverart.com.au

The Lockhart River 
Aerodrome

Lockhart River Art Centre is the home of famous Lockhart River Artists of 
the past, present and future. Community members can come along to try 
weaving, painting or pottery Tuesday to Thursday.

The Gallery is open for visitors Monday to Friday. Tours arranged for six or 
more — Ph 07 4060 7341 contact@lockhartriverart.com.au

Paul and Laney Piva offer a range of 
vehicles for hire including 4x4s, utes 
a twin cab and a camper. 

ph 0427 607 035  
paulpiva@bigpond.com

LoCkHARt  
RiveR CAR HiRe

Manfred Kranbetter 

heads up the 

Aerodrome Company

Just up the road from Lockhart 
River is historic Portland Roads.  
It offers excellent fishing, holiday 
accommodation and a cafe/
restaurant, all with a spectacular 
view of Weymouth Bay.

The Iron Range 
Cabins are 
situated next 
to the Lockhart 
River Aerodrome. 

The complex 
consists of 
comfortable 
studio cabins and 
2 bedroom units. Some meals 
and catering available.

07 4060 7147 
www.lockhartriver.com.au

Connor Blick 
manager of Iron 
Range Cabins

Portland House 
(07) 4060 7193 
www.portlandhouse.com.au

Portland Roads  
Beach Shack  
(07) 4060 7031 

Out of the Blue Cafe 
(07) 4060 7161 
westcottg@qld.chariot.net.au

(07) 4060 7031
www.sandfly-mosquito-
repellents.com

Portland Roads

www.portlandroadsbeachshack.com

wayne butcher
07 4060 7134, 0487 642 470 

puchiwu@bigpond.com

•  Fresh tropical rock lobster, mud crabs, 
reef and estuarine fish in season.

• 1/2 and 1 day boat tours — outer reef.
• Fishing Charters — reef & estuary.
• River cruise — croc spotting & birding
• Single accommodation — air con.


